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STATE OF IMPLEMENTING THE UKRAINE-EU ASSOCIATION
AGREEMENT: TOURISM SPHERE IN 2015 - EARLY 2017

The process of harmonization of the Ukrainian
legislation in tourism sphere with directives and
other acts of the EU is extremely slow and without
the involvement of civil society sector. In Ukraine, the
Coordination Council on implementation of the Agree-
ment, which included a working group on tourism, is
launched. The working group includes representa-
tives of various ministries. Two years have passed
since signing the Agreement. That's enough time to
make these disappointing conclusions. And even the
liquidation of the State Agency of Ukraine of Tourism
and Resorts, which dragged on for two years, cannot
be a reason for slowing the implementation of Euro-
pean legislation in Ukraine.

It is extremely important to facilitate the implemen-
tation of the Agreement because different EU institu-
tions are a potential source of investment needed for
the tourism infrastructure development. While in prac-
tice, the most intensive cooperation takes place within
the technical assistance and grant support. Most com-
mitments for the implementation of the tourism part
of the Agreement are scheduled for the end of 2017.
With the creation of the specialized department within
the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of
Ukraine, the harmonization of the Ukrainian legislation
in tourism sphere has accelerated efficiently.
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